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Established in 1871, Biranghar, Alabama, rapidly ernerged
as a vitel ndustriol and commercial center, However, its
prosperify was evershadowed by deep-roofed rac ial
discrimination and segregation during the tumulteous 19605

Governor George Wollace and Police Commissioner Eugens

“Bul" Connor stounchly edvocated For racial segregation In | e
Public Faclities. Birmingham gorned notoriety as one of the

moat racially discriminatory and segregated cifies, mosting a violent
chapter of the Ku Klux Klan {KKK). The city's police COMAMISSIONET,
Connor, becarme inFamaus For his brutal Tectics against de ronstrators
and protestors, earning Birmingham the omnous nickname
=hombingham.” This contentious environment set The stege For mfense

civil rights activism

IGTH STREET BAPTIST CHURCH:
Censtructed in 141, The l5th Street Boptist Chureh n Biremingharm, b
Algbama, emerged not only as & plate of worship but as @ symbal of b
reglience and activism during the 19605 Located just blocks away From atrage gng
Fhe city's commercial district and City Hall, this ehurch played @ pivotal =

role in the civil rights rmovernent. It become @ gathering point For
nFluential leaders such as Marfin Luther King Jr
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In 1963, the church witnessed a
signiFicant event known as the
=Children's Crusade.” Srudents, ranging
From eight 1o eighteen years old,
assembled at the 6Th Street Baptist
Church to march downtown and engage
yor regerdng issues
we response From
the authorities was harsh, with Police

Cammissiones Eugens “Bull® Connor
ordering the use of Fire hoses clubs, and ottack dogs o disperse the
young profesters The ncident Further jed The churchs
signficance as a rallying ploce For chvil rights activists
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The l6th Street Bophst Church Faced continual threats From the Ku
ces through

Klux Klan (KKK, whi sought To disrupt reatings and sar
bomb threats. Despite the challenges, the church remained @ beaton of
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