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BESSIE COLEMAN

Born on January 26, 1842, in Atlanta, Texas, Besske
Coleman, or Elizabeth a5 ‘she was known, emerged
as the tenth child in @ Farrily of 13, Her pare nits.
poth sharetcoppers, moved the Family to
wasahachie, Texas, when Bessie wos just two years
old, In Waxahachie, she attended school,
showcasing o love For reading and o talent For
math, However, her Family faced racial ehallenges
in Texos, prompting her Father's belieFthat
relozating To Indian Territery in Oklahoma might
ofFer o better We Despite bis asprations, he left the Farrilly when
Bessie was only nine, leaving her mother To work as a maid while Bessle
assisted In caring For her younger & The Eamily's Fnancial
struggles durng the cotton harvest season meant that Besse,
many AFrican American children, couldn't attend sehool Hevertheless,
sha managed fo complete all eight grades af the tocal schaol. Though
collpge seemed promising, financial setbacks gorced her To pause her
education, marking the begaaing of a remorkable journey

EDUCATION:

Fating numerous challenges during her Formative years, Bessie
Colgman's journey wos marked by persistent educational struggles. The
dernanding nature of cotton harvests in her hometown meant that
AErican American children, ncluding Bessie, were unoble to ottend school
during those erucial Timas Undeterred by this sethack, Bessie managed
to complete all eight grades at the losal school during the non-harvest
periods. However, Financial constrants hamipered her highar education
aspirations, Although shi Saved diligently For cobege, Bessie's dreams
were temporariy thwarted, and she hod to discontinue her studies at
the Oklakboma Colored Agricultural and Marmal University after Just one
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year. Despite these setbocks, Bessle's determination and resllience
continued To shape her remarkoble [ourmey.
CHICAGO CALLING: f F )
At 23 years old. n 1905, Bessie embarked on a F |
Journey o Chicage, Tllinols, where her brothers Fi
resided. Tronsitioning From her role a5
rranicurist ot the Wiite Sox Barber Shap o ‘
Cracago's Southside, Bessie Found herself yearnng
for more in iFe. The bustiing © bacarne The backdrop For her
aspirations, Fueled by the tale £F worid war T pllots that sparked het
nterest in aviation It was here that the next chopter of Bessie
Coleman's remarkable jeurney unfolded, setting the stoge For her
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