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BENJAMIN BANNEKER

Born on November 8, (T3, n paltimore County, Maryland, Benjarrin
Barneker was a Freeman, not subjected fo the shatkles of slavery that
plagued many African American chidren of his time. Growng up on the
Eamily Farmn, Benjamin roiled alongaide his Family, contributing To tasks
like cultivating Tobacoo crops, chopping wood, and managng »arious
chores

MOT A SLAVE
Benjormin's inaage traced bock to Molly Welsh, an Englien servant grl
Furned landewner. Mally's doughter, Mary, married & Freed slave named
Robert, adopting the narne Banneky. Benjann, born in 74 to Mary ond
Robert, inherited his Family's Freedom Unilike mary of Dis peers, ]
wosn't bound by the chaing of slavery.

EDUCATION

Despite limited schooling apportunities, Benjaming
grandmothar mparted bosic iteracy using the
fBible. Brief attendance at a Quaker school Fueled
his nterest in scierde and mathematics. Borrowing
books became s avenus fFor confinual learning AD
adept problem-solver and mechanic, Benjamin left
schoo! to supgort bis agng Father on the 7 f

Farmily Farm iy

ein Banneker
CLOCK o arviraced &9
In the time of Benjomin Banneker, clocks were o luxury and o rare
sight in America pPeople relied on shureh pells
toling or chserved the suns position o estimate
the Yime of doy Banjamens journey inte
clockmaking began with a chance ancounter with
Joszeph Levi, @ marchant in possession of o pocket
watch. Intrigued, Berjomin rmeticuloushy sketched
the wateh ond delved it understanding 1fs nner
workings, Joseph Levl, rmpressed by Befjamins
grasp of mathematical concepts, ollowed fion to borrow the wateh

ke~ 2gRtoe)
\ B ok SpE b=
FaTrononty and aunt

ALMANAC:

rmin E:\IrYrc"

T montacg B
B

(iver several years, Fueled by determination and o
growig pd asion Por Timekeeping, Beenjanmin erafted
a larger, Functionol wooden clock. This areation, i s
showzasing Berjamin's ingenuily, became a sensation, il ation, remin
attrocting visitors From various places who 1 L4 course of
marveled at the precision of his handmade Timeglece. 4
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