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READING PASSAGES WITH
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MANIFEST DESTINY AN
EXPANDING NATION

Long ago, the United States was a small country with big dreams. People
believed that it was their destiny, or fate, to expand across the land from the
Aflantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. This belief was called Manifest Destiny. To
achieve this dream, The nation needed faster and more efficient ways to travel
and transport goods. That's where trains came into play!

THE BIRTH OF TRAINS

Trains revolutionized transportation in the [9th
century. They could carry people, supplies, and
goods much faster and farther than ever
before. With the invention of steam-powered
locomotives, trains became the backbone of
America’s growth and expansion.

CONNECTING THE COASTS
One of the greatest achievements of Manifest
Destiny was the completion of the
Transcontinental Railroad. This railroad stretched
from the east coast to the west coast,
k" connecting cities and Towns along tThe way. It
i T R R opened up new opportunities for trade, Travel,
and settlement across the vast expanse of the country.

THE IRON HORSE

Trains were often called the "iron horse” because they were powerful, reliable,
and could pull heavy loads. They chugged across prairies, climbed mountains, and
crossed rivers, overcoming any obstacle in their path. The sound of the train
whistle became a symbol of progress and adventure.
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NATIONAL TRAIN DAY

Every year, on National Train Day, people across the United States celebrate
the legacy of trains and their role in shaping the nation. It's a day o honor
the pioneers who built the railroads and the workers who kept them running.
Train enthusiasts gather at museums, train stations, and events to learn
about the history of Trains and their impact on American liFe.

EXPLORING HISTORY

Visitors to National Train Day events can explore historic train cars, see
vintage locomotives, and learn dbout the people who rode and worked on
trains in The past. They can experience what travel was like in The I800s and
imagine the excitement of riding The rails into the unknown.

PRESERVING HERITAGE

Many organizations and museums work hard o
preserve the history of trains for future
generations. They collect and restore old Train
cars and artifacts, keeping alive The stories of
America’s railway heritage. Through their
efforts, people can continue o learn about the
important role trains played in the development
of the country.

CONCLUSION

As we celebrate National Train Day, we honor the spirit of Manifest Destiny
and the visionaries who helped build a nation connected by rails. Trains may no
longer be the primary mode of Transportation, but their legacy lives on in the
vast network of railways that crisscross the country. So let’s hop aboard
the Train of history and ride into the fFuture Together!
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a) By slowing down transportation
a) The histor b) By making transportation faster and more efficient
The hiS'f‘or'y OE trains c) By stopping transportation altogether
e history, o Poats d) By reducing transportation options
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preserve? 3. What was the Transcontinental Railroad?

a) A railroad that stretched from the east coast to the
west coast

b) A railroad that only operated in one state

c) A small railway in a city

d) A railroad that went underwater

4. Why were trains called the "iron horse*?
a) Because they were made of wood
b) Because they were slow
peared complete c) Because they were unreliable
Prfan Y d) Because they were powerful and reliable

5. What do people celebrate on National Train Day?
a) The legacy of airplanes
b) The legacy of boats

c) The legacy of trains and their role in shaping the nation
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