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READING PASSAGES WITH
TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS

MAY RAILWAY
REMEMBRANCE

Long ago, people traveled using horses and wagons. This was slow and difficult:
In the early I800s, everything changed with the invention of trains. Trains run on
steel tracks and are powered by steam engines, electricity, or diesel fuel.

THE FIRST RAILROAD
In the 1820s, the first railroad in the United States was

built. It was called the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, or o
B&O Railroad. This railroad connected Baltimore, Maryland, e FUN TRAIN FACTS

to the Ohio River. It helped people fravel faster and = |l & Trains are incredible machines! Did you know that the longest frain in the world
made it easier o move goods over long distances. = . . was over 45 miles long? Or that the fastest train can go over 300 miles per

hour? Trains have also appeared in many movies and books, like the Hogwarts
TRANSCONTINENTAL RAILROAD ExppeSS in H(]'L"‘T"Y Potter

One of the biggest railroad prgjects in history was the Transcontinental Railroad.

This railroad connected the east coast To the west coast of the United States. FUTURE OF TRAINS

It was completed in 1869 Workers had fo build Tracks over mountains, across Trains are still important today. They are a green
rivers, and through deserts. They worked very hard to Finish this important way to travel because they use less fuel than cars

praject. or planes. High-speed trains are being built to
connect cities even faster Trains will continue to play

CHANGES IN AMERICA a vital role in our world for many years to come.
The expansion of railroads changed America in many ways. New towns and cities

grew along The Tracks. People could travel to new places and start new lives. CONCLUSION
Farmers could send their crops To markets far away. Factories could send their MO—Y Raﬂwa\/ Remembrance, or National Train DG\/, heips us remember the

products fo customers all over the country. amazing history of trains. From the first rairoads o modern high-speed
trains, They have made fravel easier and connected people across great

NATIONAL TRAIN DAY distances. Let’s celebrate and appreciate the wonderful impact of frains on
To honor the importance of trains, we celebrate National Train . our lives.

Day every year. This special day is on the Saturday closest to
May I0th. On this date in 1869, the Transcontinental Railroad
was completed. National Train Day is a time to learn about
trains and how they have helped shape our country.

READING COMPREHENSION

COLORED & B/W
VERSIONS INCLUDED




SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

| What was the

first railroad in +h

' an
1. b) Horses
2.0) 1800s

d wogons

Ra\\road}
and Ohio railroad (&0
3', o) palfimore

b p) 1864

S cities
5. ¢) Growth of Towns and

o ¢) May 10th

iles long
d) over 45 miles

8 ’\- “\FE 1 se EE\(. “‘t e thj‘ﬁ CCY‘E C‘A O\”ES
‘-‘ \{ = 2 ‘:

1og per hout
3 300 miles P
T\D.Cg‘) polar Express

\. .-\,.‘e (: o ‘ r: ‘h\u ( l(Ol{Q‘ [ \( O

. -
' \ Rax\mdd
» “con’ﬂneram
7. The Trons

)

a) 200
b) 250

c) 30
d) 3

A
as mmp\e’ved in 1867

' OF
he gr‘Cth
g such @S T
Ansion brough’f change
g d exXpaiiw
3, Railrod

[\Eﬁﬂ! C\KF,:D ‘lak o \

| ed on The
rional Train DAY is celepral
4. NaTio

May 10Th.

5 E‘(‘(j‘\‘— (n“e '8 \‘ \‘ie ‘P(& a {\ Pe"\ s ] H [s) e\ A e
o | s ok - \'i
C ‘ = . g W f
‘.).\) p \'\Eo
‘\e.:‘ "lle [ Q C AY O \() =

gaturday closest 10

7 How Ion

May 5th
< May 10t+h
d) May I5+h

Miles per hour

Mmiles per h
O mi DR
50 Mmiles per hoyp

mMiles per hoyr

DIRECTIONS CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER
g was th |l. What transportation method did people use before
5 O:s; éfgile -,’O”Q ® longest train in trains were iﬁveﬂed? Peop
c) Over 35 1hes lon a) Cars
d) OVe: 45 Miles lon b) Horses and wagons
5 Wi > Miles long c) Airplanes
- YNy are trqing . d) Boats
a) They use Considered q
b) They yac gsosf‘iu%ei th green

b) 1800s
c) 1900s
d) 2000s

2. When was the first railroad in the United States built?
a) I700s

3. What was the name of the first railroad in the United
States?
a) Baltimore and Ohio Railroad (B&0 Railroad)
b) Union Pacific Railroad
c) Central Pacific Railroad
d) Transcontinental Railroad

b) 1869
c) 1879
d) 1889

y. 'u;lhen was the Transcontinental Railroad completed?
a) 1859

5. What changes did railroad expansion bring to
America?

a) Decrease in population
b) Slower travel

c) Growth of towns and cities
d) Decrease in farming
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