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PHILLIS WHEATLEY

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

Phillis Wheathey’s Journey pegan in West Africo

argund 1753, where, fragcally, she was kidnapped

at the tender oge of aight Transporfed otross

the ocean on a slave ship, she Found hersel® in

Bosten, Mossachuset 15, destined For o IiFe of

servifude, JTonn wheatley, d kind-haarted individual

desgite the prevalng noems of the Time, purchased

Phillls as a servant For his wiFe, Susanna.

Remarkably, Prilis, despite her Eragile health, wiuld

become an unexpected bagton of literary brilance.

Tn an era where AFTcGn Americons were actively discouraged From
pursuing edugation, Ehilis's ntellect stood out Susarna Whaatley, along
with her children, recegnized this patential and tock the unconventional
step of providng Phillis with @ rare education. She wos taught mot anly
ta reod but also in theology, Enghsh, Latin, Greek, and ancient history
This early nvestment in Prubs's education would lay The Foundation For
her extraordinary Future

PUBLISHED POET

At the age of |3, Prilis Wheatley achieved a remarkable Feot by wrifing
her First published poem in the Newpert Mercury. Her talent continued
to shine, culminating i the publication of her groundbreaking ook,
“Poems on Various Subjects, Relgious and Moral,” in I773, Thits made her
the First AFricon American enslaved person to publish o book of poems
and the third American worman 1o achieve This milestone. Wheatley's

literory contributions wers an inspiring triumph oganst the sotketal
norms oF her Time

: WASHINGTON
Phillie Wheatley's literary prowess extended beyond her penned verses
as she Found g unique connection with George Washington, The
gstesmed commander oF the Continental Army In 1775, she sent one of
her heartFelt works to Washingtan, 4 gesture that not only showcased
her admiration but also led to a notable invitation. Philllis was welcorned
+o visit Washingten at his Carnboridge, Massachusetts headguarters in
1776, undeérscoring the impact her poetty had of prominent Figures af
the time. This connection with washingten not only alevated Phillis
Wheatley's status o5 4 poet but alsn demonstrated the power of
wards In Fostering relationships and bridging divarse perspectives durng
a erucial period In American history.
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