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WANGARI MAATHAI

EARLY LIFE

Wangari Maathal, the esteemed environmentalist
and poltical activist, was born on April I, 1940, In
Myeri, Kenya. Growing up In rural Kenya, Wangari
developed a deep connection to the land and a
profound appreciation For nature's beauty and
importance. Her childhood experiences instilled in
her a passion For environmental conservation
and a commitment to protecting the natural
world For Future generations.
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The pivotal year of 1977 witnessed the Inception of the Green Belt ! Wa"an‘ Maatha
Movement, an arganization that would become synonymous with
Wangari Maathal's commifment to environmental conservation and
women's empowerment. Founded by Maathal, the Green Belt Movement
had a three-Fold mission: planting frees, promoting environmental
conservation, and empowering women In rural communities. Wangarts

» emphasize as Wangal
nurs

riby
ual action and ce

pDII




READING PASSAGES WITH

TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTION

POLITICAL ACTIVISM
Wangari Maathai's unwavering commitment to
positive change ftranscended environmental
conservation, leading her to engage in robust
political activism. Beyond her dedication to
ecological issues, she Fearlessly addressed
broader concerns related o democracy, human
rights, and social justice within Kenya. Maathal
emerged as a vodal critic of the government's
policies and practices that she deemed
detrimental to both the well-being of the people
and the environment. Despite facing harassment, intimidation, and even
imprisonment, Wangari remained resclute in her mission to speak truth
to power. Her palitical activism became a testament fo her courage
and conviction, leaving an indelible mark on the landscape of Kenyan
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